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Ford Motor Company Fund donates $90,000 for education initiatives
Hoping to prevent staffing shortages in the field, Ford will provide scholarships for
students to develop their engineering skills.

By Staff -- Modern Materials Handling, 8/26/2008

Seeking to give students an early introduction to  the engineering arts, , Ford Motor Company Fund,

the philanthropic arm of Ford Motor Company, donated $90,000 in grant money to the Society of

Manufacturing Engineers Education Foundation. More than half of this will serve as scholarship

money.

Funded by a $50,000 award, former Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) students

who plan on pursuing a degree in technology or engineering will be able to apply for an annual

$10,000 scholarship.   

Ford PAS is an academically rigorous high school curriculum, helping students develop their problem-

solving, critical-thinking, innovation and communication skills through partnerships with local

businesses and higher education.

“It is critical that students in the United States acquire advanced skills in math, science and

technology to maintain our competitiveness on the world stage. We need to be in a position where

we can recognize our students for their intellectual and academic achievement.” Mike Schmidt, Ford

Motor Fund Contributions Director for Education, said.   

The remainder of the donation, $40,000, will go toward Gateway Academy, a nationwide initiative

designed to introduce middle school students to science, technology, engineering and math through

one-week summer camps.

The Bureau of Labor statistics predicts that employers will be seeking 17,000 industrial and

manufacturing engineers, 14,000 mechanical engineers, 14,000 engineering technicians and 273,000

metal and plastic production workers every year until 2012.   

“Employment needs are growing faster than students graduating with engineering degrees,” Glen

Pearson, SME Education foundation president, said. 

TALKBACK

We would love your feedback!

Post a comment

» VIEW ALL TALKBACK THREADS

RELATED CONTENT

TOPICS  AUTHOR

Ford takes a new look at its suppliers 11/01/2005

RF tags pinpoint vehicle locations for Ford 10/02/2001

Ballard focuses on lowering fuel cell costs 11/16/2007

Advertisement

SPONSORED LINKS 

MOST POPULAR

Top 20 lift truck suppliers 

Supply chain disruptions plague most companies

Attacking the picking problem

Keeping safe from the ground up

Clark Material Handling receives safety award

System Report: Controlled complexity is cool at Polaris

MORE CONTENT

BLOGS  WEBCASTS

Takeaways
Tom Andel, Editor-In-Chief, Modern Materials

Handling

August 27, 2008

Satisfying global appetites from a domestic
base
Tompkins Associates teams with ROI
Management Consulting to give supply chains

Login  |  Register          

Home Topics Blogs Magazines Newsletters Resource Centers Events Webcasts Careers Industry Leaders


